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O paint ungta. \abour perpetually recom. 

mencing, the fab.- of Sifyphus has often been 
employed. But if to thofe parts of our monthly 
tafk, wherein we are obliged to cenfure or condemn, 
we fhould be tempted to apply that comparifon, or any 
one equivalent to it,the cafe is very different; when- 
ever we can allow ourfelves to praife; and we fhould 
rather feek for images of pleafure frequently renew- 
ed, the returns of light, or fucceflion of delicious fea- 
fons, to illuftrate what we feel in fuch exertions. If 
tothe monthly circuit of our bufinefs thefe repre- 
fentations are occafionally applicable, much more 
have we reafon to exult, whenever we returnto our 
periodical employment of recording the literary tri- 
umphs of our country. Thele, even after our firft 
intervals, of four months each *, appeared confider- 
able ; and may be expetted now more fully to grati- 
fy both our readers and ourfelves, when we have the 
fcope of half a year through which to view their pro- 
grefs. It isa pleafure alfo of no trifling magnitude, 
to be confcious that when we copfecrate in our writings 
the fame of our contemporaries, we are enabled by their 
circulation to extend it very confiderably ; and that 
while we diftribute praife, we are allowed in fome 
degree to fhare it. We are not merely fervants at 
the feaft, who fupply the guefts with luxuries to 


* The two firft volumes of the Barrisn Critic confifted of onl 
four months each, becaufe the work commenced with the fifth phe’ | 
of the year. In future there will be annually two volunies of fix 
months cach. 
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which we may not afpire, but rather confidential 
friends of the great hoft, the public, who, having af- 
fifted in the decoration and arrangement of the table, 
are admitted toa refpettable place among the com- 
pany. 

In the arrangement of our retrofpe& we fhall not 
make any material alteration; for though we pretend 
not that our firft method was fo exaét as not to admitof 
amendment, we fee no reafon to attempt a {crupulous 
refinement, In fettling the precedence of the {ci- 
ences, much might be difputed concérning their re- 
fpective dignity ; but with little more advantage to the 
difputants, than where the minutie of rank are conteft- 
ed, among idle men, or captious women, We are not 
for levelling in either cafe, but we can laugh at the 
frivolous niceties of etiquette, which contends for 
things indifferent. 


Divinity. 


We begin this divifion of our fubje&, as we began 
it in our laft Preface, by the mention of Biop Horne. 
The two volumes 7 pofthumous /ermons there alluded to 
appeared about that time, and we allowed ourfelves to 
employ three portions of our Review in producing 
fpecimens of their merit *, We will not deny that in 
bringing them fo particularly forward, we perhaps 
fuffered the rigour of criticifm a little to give way to 
the partiality of efteem. Towards that good prelate 
every fincere friend to religion felt an attachment pro- 
poruoned to his zeal forthat truth which he illuftrated 
by his life, at leaft as ably as he contended for it with 
his pen ; and we fhould be forry not to be capable of 
enthufialtic fenfationsin behalf of exemplary goodnels. 
We contend not that the Bifhop’s writings are in all 
refpects unrivalled, or his ftyle exempt from imper- 
t dions , but we pronounce without hefitation, that his 
fermons evince un common warmth of piety, and are 

aiculated to produce it : and that the paflages cited 
® No.T. p. 94, JE p. 185e TL. p. 298, 
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PREFACE. y 


from them by us were fuch as for the general good of 
fociety, cannot be too widely circulated. In a word, 
Bifhop Horne’s fermons are worthy of the goodnefs 
and reputation of their author; and by recommending 
them with warmth, if we have increafed the number of 
purchafers, we have probably contributed to confirm 
the virtues, and invigorate the piety of many individu- 
als. Another Bifhop, happily not yet removed from his 
earthly truft, has lately alfo added to the ftores of Eng- 
lifh divinity. This volume, which is the fecond pub- 
lifhed by the Bihop of London *, .drew from us com- 
mendations which, we doubt not, we fhall hear rever- 
berated, even with augmentation, from every quar- 
ter. Ina cafe where we might poflibly incur even the 
flighteft fufpicion of adulation, we were ftudiou€ not 
to fay too much, but what we did not allow ourfelves 
to fay, the extraéts we produced will fufficiently fay 
for us. There isno doubt that this volume will foon 
reach the number of editions the firft has attained 
already. Good fermons, it is well known, and great- 
ly to the honour of this country, do not frequently 
want purchafers. Nor were the fermons of the late 
Dr. Cofens, comprifed in two pofthumous volumes f, 
unworthy of an honourable notice. ‘The author had 
been admired as a preacher, and his fermons were, we 
obferved, more calculated to fupport that reputation 
from the pulpit, than fiom the prefs. They contain 
many paflages happily conceived. and fome ftrong 
traits of pathetic, but are not eminent for polifh of 
ftyle. A {mall volume of fix praégical t sermons by Mr. 
Ed. Whitaker, has alfo contributed very laudably to the 
means of religious improvement. Several fingle fer- 
mons of great merit have alfo appeared, among which 
it might be injuftice to many, to fpecify a few particu- 
larly. The beft of them we hope to fee preferved 
hereafter, more effeGually, in the volumes of their 
reipective authors. Of large works in divinity no- 
thing more important has for fome time beer 
added to our domeftic literature than she iniro- 
duction io the New Teftament, by the late Profeffar Mi- 


* No, VL p. 665. + No. VI. p. 670- + No, VI. p.701. 
ee chaelts, 















































et a a ele, 


ine 
oe - 























vi PREFACE. 


chaelis*. Thetranflation with numerous annotations, 
is executed by the learned and ingenious Mr. Marfa, 
of St. John’s College, Cambridge, and publifhed at the 
refs, and with the affiftance of that Univertity, in 
defteying the expence; an affiftance highly honoura- 
ble both to the Univerfity and to the editor. This 
publication contains at prefent only half of the origi- 
nal work of Michaelis: but we earneftly hope to fee 
the three volumes increafed to fix by the addition of 
the remainder. In its prefent form it is perfeét as 
tar as it goes, refpecting matters of general introduc- 
tion, and affords, perhaps, more topics for important 
attention and inveftigation to ftudents in divinity, than 
any book that has been publifhed for fome time. Yet 
the remaining part, which contains the particular in- 
troduction to each book of the New Teftament, ought 
byall means to be prefented to the Enghith, as it has to 
the German public. As theconclufion of our generat 
obfervations on this book appears at the fame time with 
this preface, we fhall have nothing further to remark 
upon it. A fmall tract, of Obfervations on a fa- 
mous paflage in Fuftin Martyr +, employed by the Ro- 
mifh Church to defend the worthip of angels, 
drew our attention to it, though anonymous: 
nor was it till we had printed our remarks upon it, 
very much at length, that we learnt it to be the pro- 
duction of Mr. Bryant. It is worthy of him. We 
need fay no more. The important publication of the 
Beza MS. at Cambridge, under the direétion of Dr. 
Kipling {, required much care in the revifion. It is 
of fo much confequence that manufcripts of fuch 
antiquity and authority fhould be rendered imperifh- 
able by fac-/emiles, and of fuch confequence feconda- 
rily, that thofe fac-fmuiles fhould be executed in the 
very beft manner, that, without the fmalleft inclina- 
tion to be captious, we allowed ourfelves to ftate ex- 
actly where we thought it might be improved, and 
wherein the pofitions of the editor in his preface ap- 
peared unfound. At the fame time we bore a willing 


* No. VI. p- 601. + No, IIT. p. 269. 
t No. IL p. 139. No. LV. p..361. : 
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teRimony to the uncommon fplendor of the work, 
and the general care of the Profeffor. A work which 
Michaelis earneftly defired to fee, but lived not to re- 
ceive, muft, on its appearance, be welcomed ; but it 
muft alfo be examined. In Dr. Symonds’s fecond 
part of his Od/ervations on the expedienciof revifing the 
Englifh verfion of the New Teftament, * we faw, as there 
had been in the firft, too eager a defire to make 
out a neceflity for alterations, ‘and confequently many 
very trivial remarks; but yet many things alfo, that 
whenever a revifion can with propriety be under- 
taken, will contribute to the perfeétion of that work. 
But it is time for us to turn our eyes towards 


Hisrory. 


Were we toallow ourfelves even a larger {cope 
than we take at prefent, and to refume our re-capitula- 
tion only annually or biennially, it would happen 
aa ate that particular topics would be but flenderly 

yplied with matter. The article Hiltory, after our 

ah fhort period of four months, appeared refpettable ; 
now, from a larger interval, we have lefs of impor- 
tance to bring forward. The firft volume of Mr. 
Polwhele’s Hiftorical views of Devonfhire t, a work fub- 
fidiary, or fupplementary to his proper hiftory of that 
county, laid us under the neceiffity of controverting 
fome extraordinary pofitions there advanced, but yet 
drew from us, and deferved, fuch commendations re- 
{pecting the execution of particular parts, as the pen of 
fucha writerwill always command. Mr. Bel/ham’s Me- 
moirs of the Kings of Great Britain of the Houfe of Br unf- 
wickt, givesa recent and important period of our nation- 
al hiitory, uct altogether free from the bias of parti- 
cular partialities, but with elegance, ability, and,in the 
main, with fidelity. Itis a contribution to the ftores 
ef our hiltory which will be confpicuous even in this 
age of hiftorical compofition. The Inquiry into the 


* No, III. p. 330. + No. III. p. 241. IV. 400 V. 541. 
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Life of Alesander the Great*, by Sir Richard Clayton, 
from the French of Baron de St. Croix, isnot only a 
good tranflation of a valuable original, but much en- 
hances the utility of that work, by many judicious notes, 
and correétions of confiderable errors. We regard 
the reign of Alexander as one of the moft interefting 
parts of ancient hiftory; which will be feen by the care 
with which we entered into the defence of Arrian’s ac- 
count of the battle of Iffus t: and we fhall always 
be happy to pay attention to any work from which 
that period can derive elucidation. The fubject, as 
we have faid, is far from being exhaufted. Many er- 
rors yet remain to be removed, and many points, par- 
ticularly of geographical knowledge, with refpectt to 
the marches and voyages of that conqueror, to be 
clearedup. Even a minute fragment of truly au- 
thentic hiftory is valuable. For this reafon, a 
fhort traét on the Conpssee) of the 10thof Auguft, by 
M. Bigot de Sainte Crooxt, one of the Minifters to 
Louis XVI. at the time, and an eye witnefs of alt 
that he relates, engaged our attention more than in 
proportion to its fize\. It does honourto the writer, 
and will probably remain as one of the bett documents 
on the fubject of that dreadful period. The Memozrs of 
the Agency of Gregorio Panzani || in England, during 
three years, for the purpofe of fettling difputes 
among the Roman Catholics, are by their editor Mr. 
Berrington, almoft advanced into a hiftory of that feét 
in England fince the Rerformation. The fubjeét of 
the book is not attractive, but it is made the molt of. 


BIOGRAPHY, 


The Lives of the Deans of Canterbury, by Mr. Todd], 


may be mentioned, not as an important, or very ufe- 


* No. V. p. sto. VI. 620. + P. 620~ -629. 
A diffe erent — and indeed a little different in name, from 


the Baron de St. Croix above-mentioned. 
No. IL. p. 263. IV.p. 125.— The book is fold by Edwards in 
Bond-ftreet, wh ich w2s not m: ized On ourcopy. 
Now I. p. rr. “No. VI. p, 662, 
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ful, but as an agreeable work ; from its nature a com- 
pilation, but colle@ted with care, and delivered in a 
pleafing manner. The Life iret op Taylor *, pub- 
lifhed by Mr. Wheeldon is only his funeral fermon by 
Bifhop Ruft, and the book ante a tribute tohis 
merits, in certain fele€tions from his works. A real 
life of that Prelate, if any new materials for it could 
be found, would intereft many readers. Of Mr. Chal- 


mers’ s Life of Ruddimanf we _ fpeak in our next 
Preface. 


ANTIQUITIES. 


In a fhort article {, we took upon us to announce, 
though yet imperfett, the Via Appia of Carlo Labruzzi, 
publifhed under the aufpices of Sir Richard Hoare, 
becaufe we are anxious to fee a work of fuch uncom. 
mon importance to the {cience of Antiquities com- 
pleted, to which point, without being known and pa- 
tronized, it cannot eafily attain. IJnfcriptions are in- 
terefting, not only to the antiquarian but to the hiftori- 
an, grammarian, and every ftudent in the languages, 
and this publication promifes to comprehend more 
original infcriptions than any fingle work that has yet 
appeared. In our firft volume and preface we noticed 
the two firlt volumes of the Indian Antiquities, by Mr. 
Maurice§, as a work of fingular merit; the third vo- 
lume has fince been given to the public, and is con- 
ducted with equal induftry and ingenuity ||. To the 
completion of this defign alfo we fervently with fuc- 
cefs. The fubftance of Mr. Bryant’s celebrated Ana- 
lyfis of Ancient My thology, is prefented in a conve- 
nient form of abridgment in Mr. Holwell’s Mythological 
Difhionary f, which, though it might have ‘been im- 
proved by the revifion of the original author, is exe- 
cuted with diligence, and certainly announced with 


modelly. 


* No. IV. p.431. + No. VI. p.611. t No. Il. p, 184. 
) Vol. L. por. Pret. p. 150. vile || No. Vep. 487. Z No. UE, p. 293. 
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x PREFACE, 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


A more fplendid work of this kind than the Hfo~ 
ry of the Rivers of Great Britam* cannot often be 
produced. Nor is it always that, in fuch productions, 
the written part correfponds fo well, in elegance of 
ftyle, and judicious management of its topics, to the 
general merits of its clafs; beauty, and atcuracy of 
delineation, and typographical magnificence. The 
firft volume publifaed demands this teftimony, and we 
doubt not that thofe which are to follow will continue 
to deferve it. 


TRAVELS. 


It might admit of a doubt, whether the Journal of 
Dr. Moore, the firft volume of which we noticed in. 
our firft Preface ¢, and the fecond remains to be men- 
tioned ¢ here, fhould be claffed with Hiflory or with 
Travels. Its title brings it to the latter divifion, but 
its contents, which are chiefly a narration of the 
evenis of France in the year 1792, and the beginning 
of 1793, refer itto,.Hiftory This entertaining au- 
thor has appeared ufually in the charaéter of a travel- 
ler, and as he makes his movements in that country 
the vehicle of his relation, we think it not expedient 
toremoveit. If lefs lively than fome former produc- 
tions of Dr. Moore, this work is, on many accounts, 
deferving of applaufe. Itcarries with it much inte- 
reft, and doubtlefs, authenticity, and the refle€tions 
of the writer are fuch as do him honour. Travels 
are for ever varied, as the objets of the traveller dif- 
fer. Dr. Smith is a f{cientific traveller, and, in his 
Sketch of a Tour on the Continent §, we were fo muchin- 
terefted by his botanical notices, and yet more by his 


anecdotes of eminent Profeffors in that and other‘ 


{ciences, that it was with regret we found him turning 


* No, VI. p. 649. + Vol. I. Pref. p. No. I, p, 22. 
" § No. Ill, p. 245 ; , 
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occafionally tothe hacknied topics of teurz/ls, palaces, 
and pi€tures. Mr. Gray, who publifhed Lecters during 
the courfe of @ Tour through Germany, &c.* may be 
called a moral traveller, unlefs to moral any perfon 
fhould think it neceffary to annex the idea of dull, 
which certainly we do notmean. Mr. Gray isa fpi- 
rited obferver of local peculiarities, and their tenden- 
cies.. Both thefe tours may be read with difting&t kinds 
of pleafure, though the ground over which their au- 
thors went is in many parts the fame. Such 1s the 
advantage of a fertile {ubje&, handled by minds of 
different cafts. 


Po.itics. 


This certainly ranks among the fubje€ts that are inex. 
hauftible, and the circumftances of the prefent times 
employ many minds in difcuffing it, both generally and 

articularly. Noperfonhas lately given a more general 
bobé to his ideas than Mr. Wilde, though writing on 
a particular topic, in his Addrefs to the Society of Friends 
of the Peoplet. With a fluency of eloquence by no 
means common, he has made his defence of Mr. 
Burke a vehicle for many opinions, which the vivaci- 
ty of his ftyle has ufually rendered interefting to his 
readers, With many merits, his performance has 
only the fault of redundancy. ‘This work, as’well-as 
Mr. Chalmers’s Eftimate of the Comparative Strength of 
Great Britain, Sc. T may be termed a book, the reft 
which we have to notice ‘in this clafs are pamphlets 
only, by their fize, but feveral of them confiderable 
in point of merit. Mr. Chalmers has, in this edition, 
prefixed a pamphlet to his book, anda pamphlet of 
no little force of wit and reafoning, his dedication to 
Dr. Currie of Liverpool, in the character of Jafper 
Wilfon. The great Queftion of Peaceor War pro- 
duced feveral publications of merit, among which on 


® No.1V. p. 374. + No. IL p, 177 t Nos V. p. 164. 
the 
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xii PREFACE. 


the fide of the neceffity of war, the moft remarkable 
were that of Mr. Vanfittart on the Aa ee of con 
cluding Peace*; Mr. Miles on the uét of France 
towards Great Britaint; Mr. Bowles, on the Objetions 
to the Wart, which he examinesand refutes. On the 
oppofite fide, the Letters on the Concert of Princes §, 
though extended by much irrelevant matter, and 
rendered heavy by the mode of that extenfion are beft 
worthy of notice. But a produétion not origi- 
nally intended for a pamphlet, the Speech of Lord 
Morrington}}, delivered in the Houfe of Commons, 
on Jan. 21, 1794, carried with it more complete 
conviction concerning the neceffity of the war, 
than any fingle work. The proceedings of the 
French are there laid open, from their own do- 
cuments, in the cleareft and moft perfeét manner. 
Mr. Brand, in a moft able traét on the propofi- 
tion | altering the conftitution of the Houfe of Com- 
mons I, has thrown many original lights on that im- 
portant fubje&t: which is alfo very ably handled in 
the appendix to Mr. Pye’s Tran/lation of Xenophon on the 
Athenan Government **, a produétion ftill more maf- 
terly than the French tranflation noticed in our fe- 
cond volume, (p. 215) and in all refpeéts deferving of 
attention. Inavery excellent manner, Mr. Owen of 
C. C. Coll. Cambridge, drew up a Retrof/pe tt, con- 
taining reflections on the ftate of religion and politics 
in France and Great Britain; and promifes to be an 
eminent reafoner on political fubjects. Two French 
pamphlets, after being much noticed in their origi- 
nal form, have been made Englifh by tranflation, 
and certainly deferve to have their appearance re- 
corded. Thefe are, the final publication of Bri/ot tf, 
in which he unveiled many of the iniquitous mytte- 
ries of his own party, and of his adverfaries ; and the 
Conjfiderations on the French Revolution, by M. Mallet du 


° No. I. p.68. + No. I. p71. t No. Vip. 539. § Now IL. 
p.167. || No. IV. p.406. @ No. VI. p.686. ** No. V. p. 574. 
t# Now V.p. 551. ft No.1V. p. 450. 
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PREFACE. xiii 
Pan*, a writer who defended true liberty in France, 
much longer than it was fafe to do fo, and now in 
exile from that country, continues to labour in the 
caufe of order. Thele are the chief, though by no 
means all the produétions of merit, to which the pre- 
fent circumftances have given birth. 


Law. 


The commencement of a new work, by Mr. Wil- 
liams, of the Inner Temple, intended to deliver’ the 
whole Law relative to the duty and office of a juftece of the 
Peace, was noticed in the firft number of this vo- 
lume ft. On a comparifon of what there appeared, 
with the great work already exifting on that fubjeét, 
we faw fome reafon to prefer, and fome to cenfure 
this. We wait for the completion of the defign, 
before we attempt to record a decided opinion. ‘The 
reports of Peere Williams, Efq.{ a book of the moft 
eftablifhed eftimation in the law, republifhed in a 
manner truly mafterly by Mr. Cox, of Lincoln’s-Inn, 
afford a treafure to the praétical. lawyer; which, 
though fuch works are generally known throughout 
the profeffion, it would be unpardonable in us not to 
mention. As far as our recommendation can go, we 
unequivocally approve, and felicitate the ftudents 
and profeffors of the law on its appearance. 


PorTry. 


We have but few triumphs of the Mufes to record. 
Thole ladies continue their referved difpofition, and 
beftow their favours very f{paringly. One of their 
own fex has been not altogether unheard by them §: 
Peter Pindar has continued to have a kind of fuccefs 
in his boifterous mode of courtfhip||; and one or two 
young poets have difplayed that promife of talents, 
which leaves us room to hope for fomething more 


* No. V. p. 575. + No. Lp.16. t No. V.p.553. § Mrs. 


Oy Robinfon, No. UL. p17. and1g8. No. Il. p. 192. 
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perfe& in their future efforts*. Mr. Knight, with 
no {mall degree of felicity, in parts, at leaft, of his 
produ@ion, has formed a dida&tic poem on the fub- 
| yekt of landfcape +: and Mr. Whitchoufe has prefented 
us with odes of confiderable vigour [. The comple- 
tion of Mr. Ta/ker’s volumes gives to the public many 
approved tompofitions in a convenient form, with 
the acceflion of fome that are new §. His works in 
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to him. Having faid this, we muft, for the prefent, 
difinifs the topic of poetry. 


Enccisn CLassits REPUBLISHED, OR 
TRANSLATED. 
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Mr. Rann ||; who, printing the text correctly in a 


of curious prints, deferve alfo to berecorded 1. A 


not eafy to colle&, and of fome colt, muft be accept- 





the Paradife Loft tt evinces a great fhare of induftry ; 
and, though not faultlefs, promifes a work which 
may be refpetted both in ltaly and England, 


* Wm. Hampfn No. ‘ 7 
+ No. IV. 382. ¢ No. VI. p. 654. § No. VI. p.659. || No, 
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general certainly deferve commendation, and fuch a 
patronage as might be ufeful, as well as honourable, ~ 


Shak{peare, the inexhauflible refource of pub- - 
lifhers has appeared under a new form by the care of § 


large o€tavo, has fubjoined only fuch notes as tend to | 
the neceflary elucidation of the author, for common §& 
readers. The illuftrations of this poet, in a volume 7 


felection has lately been produced from the works of | 
our early poets **, which, as it renders accefible and © 
purchafable, what. was {cattered before in volumes © 


able to all who intereft themfelves in the hiftory of @ 
Britifh genius. Ourincomparable epic poet has had | 
a hand{ome tribute paid to his merit by Sign. Mar- | 
riottint, whole commencement of his tranflation of | 


197, and Mr, Bidlake, No. V. p. 528. 
VI. p.688, q No, VL, p.688, ** No. V1. p. 692. 4 No. Il, (am 
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PREFACE. 


Ancient CEASSICS. 


The London Variorum edition of the works of 
m Horace *, *, was too interefting a fubjeét of enquiry for 
hus to difmifs it lightly. After having examined it 
B with peculiar care, we are entitled to pronounce, 


m B shat, as in beauty it is equal to any encomium, fo in 


) > correétnefs, and judicious fele&ion of materials, it 
Pright have exceeded any thing that has hitherto ap- 


speared, had not the original contriver of the edition 


4 bbeen f{natched away by a fate, which every friend to 
y by 

4 Htiterature muft long lament: or had not the furviving 

)) editor confided rather too implicitly in his own unal- 
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ing of thefe novels, becaufe we think almoft every other 


a 
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of § i 


a 


© fitted powers to carry onthe work to its completion. 
h With every defeét that we have thought ourfelves 
Bonar to f{tate, it is a publication that will do no little 
} honour to the Britifh prefs. 


Nove .s; 
As thefe productions thicken upon us, we have 


Ethought it necefflary to give them a feparate title, 


» and have placed them after books of a poetical kind, 
fto which, as works of invention, they are nearly 


: B allied. In this clafs we have fecn lately feveral pro- 


© ductions worthy of notice.’ The lovers of fuch read- 
‘ing will find amufement not altogether unprofitable in 
the perufal of Seimat; of The Caf ile of Wolfenbach, by 
Mrs. Parfonst; of the Devil in Love, tranflated from 
Behe French of Mr. Gazette §. The Widow, by Mrs. Ro- 
Bon. ||; Henry,an anonymous novel 4; The Wandrings 
© of Warwick, by Mrs. Smith **, and the Maid of the Ham- 


‘ pct, by R. M. Roche tt may alfo be read with pleafure. 


) We do not with peculiar warmth recommend the read- 


innocent fpecies of reading more advantageous: but 


* No. I. p. 48. IL. #21. II. 302. IV. 412. + No. II. p. 199+ 
t No. IL. p.1g9. § No. I. p.78, and Il. 207, {{ No. LI. p. 33 
c No. LY. p- 443. ** No. VI. p.678. 4+ No. Vi. pw 694. 
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xvi PREFACE. 
to thofe who are determined to-read nothing better, 


or who require relaxation from feverer application of | 


the mind, we can fafely point out thefe, as exhibiting 


marks of ingenuity and elegant fancy ; and asin gene-- | 


ral favourable to the interefts of morality. Herman 
of Unna, tranflated from the German of Profeffor Kra- 


mer *, appeared to usin ahigher light.. Much of the be 


fubject matter there is new, and of a nature peculi- 


arly curious and interefting, and the whole fable is 2 


well contrived and well condu@ed. We read it with 


pleafure, and recommend it with equal fatisfac- ki 


tion. The Cavern of Death t, is rather a tale than a 
novel, yet it is a tale of much poetical invention and 
fpirit, told in elegant language. Mr. Fephfon’s poli- 
tical romance entitled The Confefions of Fames Baptifte 
Couteauy, is as of another fpecies. It isa {pirited 
fatire on crimes, alas! too real; and the greateft 
interruption to the force of its humour is the melan- 
choly reflection which fuggefts itfelf too frequently, 


that the atrocious charaéter of a French Sans Culotie, . 


&c. delineated in it, is, perhaps, not at all exagge- 
rated. 


MAatTutMatTIcs. 


A work of very high importance in this branch of 
ftudy, was announced by us in the very firft page of 
this prefent volume. This was Taylor’s Tables of Loga- 
rithms, When we confider with what trouble tables 
of logarithms are conftrutted, how very long a work 
it isto bring them to their conclufion, how painful 


they mutt be to tranfcribe, and how very difficult to-. 


corretlin the printing, a wonder is almolt excited how 
they are ever given to the public. Proportioned, 
however, to the difliculty of obtaining muft be the 
fatisfaction of receiving, and we heartily congratulate 
the mathematical world on the acquifition of thefe 


© No. II. p. 278 + No. IV. p. 444. ¢ No. VI. p. 6:6. 
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very extenfive and accurate tables. Mr. Mackay’s two 
volumes, on the-Theory and Pratiice of finding the Lon- 
gitude*, formalfo an important addition to the flores of 
knowledge ia that part of the {cience. The quantity 
of matter colle&ted and well arranged by the judicious 
author, the utility of his. rules, and the neatnefs of 
his demonttrations, entitle him to the thanks of all 
who feek for information on the fubje& of his book. 
Dr. Beddoes, with infinite contempt for all who have 
taught before him, particularly for Euclid, propofes 
to fubftitute fenfible images in the place of demon- 
ftration, in teaching the truths of geometry fT. As 
this is a new propofal, we mention it, but we have 
much doubt of its adoption among men of {cience. 


ASTRONOMY. 


It is always with peculiar fatisfaction that we fee © 
the abftrufer parts of f{cience cultivated by men of 
rank and fortune. It is thus, or by active fervices 
wo their country, that they can beft refute the illi- 
beral cavils of thofe who wifh to level all diftingtions: 


© and, however it may have been in other ftates, in this 
> we certainly have reafon to be proud of the number 
© of them, in proportion to their whole amount, who 


are diftinguifhed in one or other of thefe ways, Sir 


>) Henry Englefeld, by his publication on the Determination 


: bof the Orbits of Comets t, proves that he is not merely 
© a dilettanti inthe fcience, but a found proficient, 


a capable of judging various fy{tems, and of fupplying 


deficiencies in practical parts of its moft difficult 
branches. Aftronomy is a fcience in which inftru- 
ents are required of fuch complication, magnitude, 


nd expence, that were it deftitute of royal, noble, or 


rporate patronage, it muft quickly languifh. At 


Pprefent it is well fupported. Favoured and culti- 


ated with fuccefs by the fovereign, and fome even 


* No. Ill, p. 258. + Objervations on the Nature of Demdrftrative 
idence, No, Y, p- 561. pA No. V, P- q3i. 
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of the very highéft among our nobility * ; befides hav- 
ing eftablifhments appointed for it in our Univerfities. 
May its progrefs be proportioned to thefe encou- 
ragements ! 


Natura History Anp PutLosoPny; 


In thefe branches the indaftry of the prefent times 
is conftantly awake, and every day prodaces either 
new difcoveries, or new modes of circalating the 
knowledge that has been acquired. The treatifes on 
Animal Eleétricity, by Drs. Valli t and Fowler J, pre- 
fent a vaft number of curious and interefling expe- 
riments on a property very lately obferved by Sign. 
Galvani, and though very diligently purfued for the 
time, not yet fully inveftigated. Mr. Read§ and 
Dr. Peart ||, both write with ingenuity on the fubjeét 
of Eleétric Atmofpheres, and pofitive and negative clec- 
tricity; and, though fome difficulties are not yet 
folved by either, the curious, as is ufual in contefts 
between able men, may glean inftru€tion from both 
fides of the controverfy. The Natural Hiftory of Birds 
has been familiarized to common readers by a very 
ufeful compilation { from the lateft and moft ap- 
proved naturalifts : and Botany, both indigenous and 
exotic, continues to be circulated for general in- 
ftruétion in the periodical works of Sowerby** and 
Gurtis tT. 


MEDICINE. 


Nor do the purfuits of medicine fuffer any intermif- 
fion; our phyficians have long been diftinguifhed for 
learning and fagacity, and they continue to main- 
tain their character. On the Struéture, Oeconomy, and 
Difeafes of the Liver we have lately had a moft excel- 
lent and inftruttive treatife from Dr. Saunders tf. 


* The Duke of Marlbarough is faid to be a yuo aftronomef. : 


t No. IIL. p. 253. ¢ No. VI. p. 682. § No. V. p. 573. f No. V. 
p 574 q Now V. p. 537. ** No, IL p. 147. “$+ No. IV. 


p. 424. ff No. Lp. 34. 
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Mr. Forbes has republifhed, with additions, his trea- 
tife on the Gravel and Gout*; and the fame has been 
done by Dr. Withering, with refpe& to his account of 
the Scarlet Fever and Sore Throatt, an ufeful and 
orig: nal performance. A moft. painful and obfcure 
difeafe, often lurking where it is unfufpected, The 
Difeafe of the Hip Foint, fcrofulous in its origin, and ge- 
nerally formidable in its effeéts, has received a moft 
material elucidation from the fagacity and attention 
of Mr. Ford {, from whofe difcoveries and mode of 
practice the moft beneficial effeéts may be expetted. 
Dr. Crump’s Enquiry into the Nature of Opium, and 
Mr. Whate’s Treatife on the Struma or Scrofula||, are 
both works that deferve the attention of prattitioners. 
Few greater plans have been meditated than that of 
Dr. Haygarth of Chefter, for exterminating the na- 
tural- {mall pox, which is detailed in ‘two oftavo 
Volumes {, Itis impoflible not to with fwecefs to an 
endeavour fo philanthropic, nor would we -by any 
doubts of ours, throw even the fhadow of an obftacle 
in its way... It is well conceived, and ably’ explained. 
May it have better fate than plans in general ‘which 
depend on the careful co-operation of very many in- 
dividuals! The novelty of a Medical Speftator ** en-~ 
deavouring to unite amufement with: profeffional 
inftruétion, deferves at leaft to be mentioned: though 
the author feems too much devoted to a particular 
hypothefis, Of Hamuilton’s Regimental Surg¢on tt alfo 
it would be injuftice not to fpeak in terms of com- 
mendation, ; 


ARTs. 


Mufic will never want admirers while any tafte for : 
elegance’ fubfifts; and to enable thofe admirers to 
attain with eafe fome knowledge of its hiftory, has 
been the endeavour of Mr. Eaftcott, in his Sketches of 


* No, If. p. 333. + No. IV. p. 38s. J.No. V. p. 592. 
§ No. VI. p. Sass } No. VI. Bg 646> g No. V. »p. 555 
°° No. VI. p.698 tt Vol. IL. p. 389, and Ill. No. I. p. 43. 
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the Origin ®*, &cc. of this art. Hogarth illuftrated, by 
Mr. John Irelandt, is a work which, by its {peedy 
re-appearance in a fecond edition, teftifies how at- 
tentive the public is to the merits of that moft original 
and aerated artift. More works on Hogarth will 
yet be produced, and all, it is probable, will be 
eagerly received. : 


é 


PyBLICATIONS OF LEARNED SOCIETIES, 


Under this title, rather than in the {weeping claf& 
of Mifcellanies, fhould we at firft have placed fuch 
refpectable produétions as the dfatic Refearches, the 
Memoirs of the Manchefter Society, &c. We now cor- 
re€t our error, and diftinguifh them as they ought to. 
be diflinguithed. Of our attention to the Afatic 
Refearches we have given ample proof, in allotting to 
the third volume of that work no lefs than four arti- 
clest. Some ofthe treatifes in chat volume have a 
degree of importance which entitles them to the moft 
ample difcuffion. We therefore gratified ourfelves, 
and, we doubt not, our readers, by confidering them 
at large. The fecond volume of the Memoirs of the 
Manchefler Society, contains allo many curious papers 4, 
it does honour to the members that compofe it, and 
we hope to fee the work continued long with equal 
{pirit. 

MISCELLAN IES. 


Of works reducible only to this clafs, very few 
remain to be noticed. Mr. D’Sfrael’s Differtation on 
Anecdotes || may be mentioned as an entertaining 
traft: and Mr. Tweddei’s Academical Prolujions I, con- 
filting of effays in verfe and profe, in Latin and in 
Englifh, could not well be introduced in any other 
place. The ftyle and genius of the author deferved 


© No II. p. 149. -+ No. IV. p. 439. $ Vol. II. p. 405, and 
ef this, No. IL. p. 153. No. IV. p. 387. No. VI. p.630. § Vol. 
II. p. 360, and of this, No. I. p. 62. |] No. I. p. 38. @ No. V. 
P: 517. 
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and obtained our commendation ; to his fentiments 
on particular fubje&s, we could not but obje&. As 
an agreeable Mifcellany, and a very commendable 
proof of talents in a young author, we mentioned 
with pleafure, and we again mention, the Count 
Speétator * by Mr. Midd’eton, who, at the time when it 
appeared was curate of the place in which it was pub- 
lifhed. Finally an elegant effufion of genius, on a 
fubjeét well deferving of its efforts, the Funeral Oration 
for Lows XVI,* requires our notice: after which, 
we recolleét little, if any thing, of confequence fuffi, 
cient to be thus brought forward ; or fuitable to our 
lan of recording only what we can commend, amon 
the fubjeéts of the critiques contained in this volume, 


* No. V. p.g7t. ~t No. V. p. 570. 
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